
An alternative global food system? There are worries about the future 
ability of the world to produce enough food, and about the ability of 
people to pay for it, especially the poor. Many people still believe that 
we can further exploit the kind of agriculture that emerged from the 
scientific revolution and the machine age of cheap fossil fuels – perhaps 
the third main agrarian revolution in history. Many others think that this 
paradigm of agricultural intensification based on fossil fuels, artificial 
fertilisers, chemical pesticides and specialisation has far passed its ‘sell-
by’ date. I am one of those in the second camp, but still ask myself what 
the new paradigm – the fourth agrarian revolution – will look like. Some 
of the questions, and perhaps also some answers, were raised in a 
NILF discussion paper by myself, Karen Refsgaard and Petter Jenssen. 
(2009-4 John Bryden and Karen Refsgaard: Institutions and Sustainable 
Development: The case of Water, Waste and Food. Find at 
http://www.nilf.no/publikasjoner/Discussion_Papers/Discussion_papers-
Contents) 

Now IIED and IUCN CEESP has published a new book that “may be 
helpful in discussions on the future of food, farming, energy, climate 
change, human well being, and bio-cultural diversity.” This takes an 
ecological ‘Virtuous circles’ approach, and argues that this approach 
provides an “alternative future in which food, energy and water supplies 
are sustainable and in the control of local communities.” Co-author Dr 
Michel Pimbert argues that “Circular economy models that reintegrate 
food and energy production with water and waste management can also 
generate jobs and income in rural and urban areas” ensuring that 
wealth created stays within the local and regional economy. 

To mark the launch of the book IIED invites bloggers to join a virtual 
circle to share their blog posts about the book. Once you have posted a 
blog on your own site please send us the link (to 
Suzanne.Fisher@iied.org). IIED will then profile the best posts on its 
own blog and via Twitter with the hashtag #vcircles (see: 
http://www.iied.org/blogs/calling-all-bloggers-join-virtuous-circle ) 

The book can be downloaded for free from: 
http://pubs.iied.org/G03177.html	  


